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Stephen S. Rosenfeld

Cooﬁng the Crusade

The budget debate i not. least a for.
eign policy debate, and it is a more im-
poriant one than the fight over N(X or

'ACS or anythi eise that's come
alonz in the Reagan presidency. Its sig.
nificance is the opporwnity it affords

<an 1 get in closer touch with the
real world.

In his formal Statements, Reagan

- put forward the right idea when he

entered the White House, He said the
first foundation of g strong foreign
policy is a strong economy. But then he
proceeded, with help from Congress, to
dribble away his opening. Others, in
his adminisiration and in Congress, are
trving now to recoup and hoping he
will at least not block the way,

Some success in economic recovery is
a long way off, if it comes at all Just the
appezrance of an America attempting to
correct course, however—notwithstand.
ing that correction entajis defense reduc-
ticns—is on balance a tonjc for Amer.
ican foreign policy. Poliucallv, it suggests
the United States is competent to play
the leadership role that practically all
Rations, inciuding adversaries, want and
expect us o piay, Economically, Amer-
ican recovery is the nsing tide that lifts

; almost all other hoats,

That improvement in the £0oNommy—
the world economy—would simplify the
tasks before American foreign policy
goes virtually without saving. Some peo-
ple worry, however, that improvement
would merely put in the president’s
hands the means for carrying out a ques-
tionable policy more energetically than
he has been abie to do s far,

I doubt it. Whatever Resgan's own
proclivities, which should not be taken for
granted, any recovery will -also likety
bringmalleredbalanoeol'pol.idml forces

policywill.ifﬁzeysucwed.haveamom
influential hand on foreign policy, too,

On the domestic side as on the for.
eign, and even among those sometimes
regarded as doctrinaire Reaganites, there
are enough sensible, prudently alarmed
peaple to make a difference, George
Shultz, who bestrides hoth policy realms,
is the kev man, though he could not pos-
sibly act without the implicit and ex-
plicit partnership of others in the execu.
tive branch and in Congress.

There ic a hidden assumption here:
that the pra-matic way by betler than a

crusade. Reagan campaigned against
this assumption, 8aving in effect that the

et Union is not g normally pushy
member of the familiar state system but

2 uniquely dangerous maverick dedi-

cated to repudiating that system and
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sunstituting its own hegemony. Whether
orhowtiﬁsaserﬁonistmeisafair :

Question. It seems.to me beyond ques-
tion, however, that fewer Americans

wmddameptitasahasisforpolicy'

today than two vears ago. The popular,
party end ‘bureaucratic support for the

. ideological commitment Reagan brought_'_

to the White House has shrunk,
The two big Soviet-American missile
negotiztions, INF and START, offer the

night oceasion for adjustment—on both

sides. The numbers can be Juggled. What

matters more is that the administration
1s!ste adpfdm that rleﬂects & strategic
ogic and ¢ at reasonable peopie regard ag
fair. Reagan has seemed 1o want g virty.
aly flawiess agreement—one that is in-
vulnerzble 1 the sort of attack he di.
rected at SALT I and that erases what
he and, now, not too many others believe
to be an American power defict. It would
hebeuermrega:danagreement&an
imperfect tramsitional arrangement mabm
taming an existing rough parity but
lowering the level of mutyal risk and cost.
As it happens, a telling blow has just
SUuck ai the contention—that the
Soviet Union is an economic basket case
can no i

Q’ag_ﬂgsimorconﬁn%‘ to increase
defense g 4 or 5 percent s yeer,
. saysthe CIA. P le who had wondered ;
about the integrity of intelligence
‘ uct . 100 : DEW

Thus he has given valuable ammunition
W policy-makers who feel that rather

ing tough indefinitely and
waiting for Moscow 16 falter, the United
States should be moving out with all
deliberate speed, meeting the Soviet
competition and trving to make the
Geals that its strength warrants and its
SECUTiLY requires.




